SCALE THE  PORT AOT>  TAKE  POSSESSION"                63
but he had not time , for by that time the boats were put ofl again, the Spaniards, not knowing more troops were landed, and being lemforced from Oppenheim came on again, and chaiged with great fury, but all things weie now in older , and they were readily received and beaten back again : they came on again the third time, and with repeated charges attacked us, but at last finding us too strong for them, they gave it over. By this time another regiment oi foot was come over, and as soon as day appeared, the king, with the three legiments, marched to the town, which surrendered at the first summons, and the next day the fort yielded to Sir John Hepburn.
The castle of Oppenheim held out still with a garrison of eight hundred Spaniards, and the king, leaving two hundied Scots of Sir James Ramsey's men in the town, diew out to attack the castle Sir James Ramsey being left wounded <u Wurtzburg, the king gave me the command of those two hundred men, which were a regiment, that is to say, all that were left of a gallant regiment of two thousand Scots, which the king brought out of Sweden with him, undei that bi a\ e colonel, there was about thirty officers, who, having no soldiers, were yet in pay, and served as reformadoes with the regiment, and were over and above the two hundi ed men*
The king designed to storm the castle on the lowei side by the way that leads to Mentz, and Sir John Hepburn landed from the other side, and maiched up to stoim on the Rhine port
My reformado Scots, having observed that the town port of the castle was not so well guaided as the rest, all the <*ye^ of the gamson being bent towards the king and Sn John Hepbuin, c-ame running to me, and told me they believed they could enter the castle sword in hand, if I would give* them leave I told them I durst not give them ordci s, my commission bcrag only to keep and defend the town , but they being very importunate, I told them they were volunteers, and might do what they pleased , that I would lend them fifty men, and draw up the rest to second them, or bring them off, as I saw occasion, so as I might not hu/ard the town. This was as much as they desired , they rallied immediately, and in a trice the volunteers scaled the port, cut in pieces the guaid, and burst open the gate, at wln< h the fifty entered, finding the gate won, I advanced im-
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